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Archipelagos
Of Future-Pasts

Archipelagic thinking offers an alternative to singular
master plans. It suggests distributed constellations of
resilience: multiple, situated, relational futures com-
posed of interconnected nodes. Oases, like islands, of-
fer perspective for how we think about the future.
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sDormancy-is not absence!
Itiisistored possibility.:

future is not to des an

future as something we

design-with rather than design-over. Future-pasts persist
in fragments: water-sharing agreements, seasonal mobili-
ty, distributed land use, communal governance, and seeds
lying dormant for decades awaiting rain. The countryside
need not be abandoned nor intensified beyond recogni-
tion. It can be reconfigured through archipelagic spatial
thinking that links wetlands, mangrove corridors, aquifer
basins, and cultivated patches into living systems. Tech-

"Wy | of nology can participate
€ need a renewal o too — when aligned

O_upﬁ.pom_r .Um_\jm._Um ﬂ<®3 with reciprocity rather
radical, imagination." than enclosure.
— Bram Buscher
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WATER SCARCITY

ZINE O3

A hay shipment traveling along Salwa Road near Mukauynis, close to the
Satellite Earth Station-Doha and the Markhiyat Al Darb hiking area,
fodder moving through Qatar’s transport corridors, linking oases of
livestock and agriculture infrastructure.
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The Loss of the
Common Earth

Karl Widerquist reminded us that private property — of-
ten treated as natural — is historically recent. "We are led
to believe that it benefits everyone... but the system we
have did not develop naturally — it was imposed."

Before  enclosure,  most
human societies governed

2 not natural.
land as commons: overlap- Tt : oL
ping, flexible, negotiated Mgk ISR,

systems of shared access Karl Widerguist

and responsibility. Around 400 years ago, enclosure and
colonial expansion: advanced: together. European elites
transformed themselves from administrators of shared
land into exclusive owners. Rural populations were ex-
pelled. Commons were fenced. Subsistence was severed.
What was dismantled was not only access to land, but
the relational webs that sustained ecological balance. En-
closure introduced a new ontologu: land as commodity.
Nearly half of Earth's habitable surface has been convert-
ed for human consumption. Land-use change remains the
leading driver of biodiversity collapse. The countruside
feeds the city, yet is' metabolised in the process.

"Private property is
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Ventilation fans and cooling systems regulate the greenhouse envi-
ronment at the former Doha Boys’ School, site of the Countryside:
A'Place to Live Not Leave exhibition installation by Hassad Foods—a
microclimate where engineered airflow, shade, and irrigation sustain
cultivation in both Qatar’s desert conditions and Doha’s urban ones.
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