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Desert Agriculture

Tarig Al-Olaimy and ecologist Dr.Aspa Chatziefthimiou
reflect on a regional inheritance of precarity. A founding
generation of Qataris made their way through the pearl
economy — a livelihood undone when cultured and synthe-
tic pearls transformed global markets. Such stories leave
a scar: the sense that nature-based economies are fragile.

"There’s a precariousness to the
countryside... we inwardly have a scar
about that." — Tarig Al-Olaimy

Against this backdrop, desert agriculture becomes an
astonishing feat of control. Climate-controlled barns.
Sensor-managed dairies. Pivot-irrigated fodder circles vis-
ible from space. Desalinated irrigation. Cooling systems
for heat-stressed livestock. The ingenuity is undeniable —
so are the dependencies: high water and energy demand,
misalignment with ex-
treme heat, reliance on
imported feed, disrupt-
.ed supply chains, and
Umﬁm_mﬁmzﬁ ethical ques-
about welfare,
w_.OUM and waste.

"Conservation has too
often been cleaning
the mess behind a
destructive machine.'
— Bram BuUscher
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Street 967, Qatar — a thin ribbon of asphalt cutting through
open desert, where scrub, sand, and sky stretch outward toward
the vastness of both desert and sea.
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Food Security

When nations secure food, water, energy, or materials
for one place, the costs often reappear in another coun-
tryside — displaced through trade regimes, supply chains,
and land markets. "Self-sufficiency" may stabilise one
territory while destabilising another.
During the 2017 diplomatic rift, %
sand was extracted from local
dunes formations shaped by
geological time, woven into desert habitats. Emergency
logic treated dunes as inert stockpiles; desert ecology
insists otherwise. The pattern repeats through slow-
er mechanisms: water-stressed regions export water
through industrial agriculture and tourism; pollution con-
centrates where fertiliser is produced; land acquisition ex-
tends food-security strategies into places already facing
hunger and hydrological
stress. The countryside
becomes a ledger where
risks are hidden and re-
distributed.
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