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Mediating
the Countryside

The countryside is not simply a "place" defined by
non-urban character. It is mediated and imagined space
— constructed through representation as much as
through soil, water, and labour.

In Qatar, the countryside appears in contradictory forms: a
desert of leisure; a heritage landscape shaped by Bedouin
identity; a tourism experience; a laboratory for agricultural
experimentation; a working terrain of pipelines, desalina-
tion plants, and logistics networks.

Each is filtered through
specific visual regimes:
satellite imagery mapping
vegetation density; NDVI
grids translating plant life
into colour; agricultural
logos promising purity; roadside views framed through car
windows; touristic scripts narrating falconry and camel
culture; museum dioramas staging the desert as timeless.
The countryside is encountered not only as land, but as
image — rehearsed, branded, diagrammed, aestheticised.
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REBRANDING THE DESERT
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Driving northward along the coastal road into Doha, the landscape
shifts abruptly—from low desert scrub and tidal flats to glass towers,
geometric facades, and engineered boulevards—an accelerated pas-
sage from dune ecology to vertical city.
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Dm.m.m_ln as Heritage,
Leisure, Spectacle,
Laboratory

Reflecting on the long drive between Bahrain and Doha,
Tarig Al-Olaimy describes how the Gulf countryside holds
layered, sometimes contradictory meanings. Over four
and a half hours of desert road, borders, oil infrastructure,
and open horizon, one encounters a shifting field of mem-
ory, identity, leisure, and experimentation.

In the national imagination, the countryside is tied to
Bedouin heritage: tents, wells, falcons, grazing routes,
poetry, mobility, kinship. This desert becomes origin
story — a cultural anchor narrating who "we were" and
there-fore who "we are."

It is also a space of leisure. Weekends fill with camping
caravans, dune-bashing vehicles, fires under night skies,
extended family gatherings. Around this recreational de-
sert circulates a curated economuy: camel rides, falcon-
ry displays, date tastings — safe, consumable slices of
complexity. Simultaneously, the countryside operates as
laboratory. It hosts desalination plants, industrial farms,
pipelines, military installations, cooling systems, and
experimental agricultural zones. Slow ecologies — man-
groves breathing with tidal rhythms, seeds dormant for
uears awaiting rain — exist alongside pivot irrigation cir-
cles that register from satellite imagery. Geological time

meets production tempo.
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Mangrove nursery and restoration site near Khasooma on Qatar’s
northern coast, led by Aspa D. Chatziefthimiou — where tidal ecolo-
gies, saltwater soils, and patient cultivation meet the infrastructural
edge of the desert.
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