Movie magic isn't magic—it’s design.

Everything on screen is a design choice. Film is never an accident, it is a collaborative friction
between filmmakers, designers, artisans, actors and technicians. Every color grade, prop, and
stunt is a calculated decision made by a department head to keep you locked into the story.

Suspension of disbelief is an unwritten agreement between the filmmaker and their audience.
The filmmaker promises to provide a story that is internally consistent, while the audience
promises to ignore the impossible, for the sake of the experience.

This program explores the intersection of design and film, the work that earns an audience’s
trust before a single line of dialogue is spoken. We're reframing "Suspension of Disbelief" not
just as a viewer's mindset, but as a technical feat of multilayered storytelling through design,
engineering, and multidisciplinary logic.

Through curated screenings process-based exhibitions and panels, we invite you to analyze the
moment where artifice becomes truth. This weekend serves as both a breakdown of the
cinematic frame and a celebration of the artisan aesthetics that define cinematic
world-building.

The exhibition component functions as a physical archive of the creative pipeline. Moving away
from the finished product, the exhibitions prioritize Process-as-Artifact, showcasing the
evolution of a cinematic universe from words on a screenplay, to sketches and prototypes,
before it can be experienced on a screen .

Our panel series brings together department heads to discuss the technical rigor behind the
screen. These sessions move past surface-level appreciation to examine the objective
mechanics of storytelling.

A curated selection of mostly short films that serve as case studies for these design disciplines.
These films demonstrate how every element—from the specific grain of the color grade to the
weight of a hand-held prop, via a music score that elicits an emotional response from the
audience—work together to facilitate a total Suspension of Disbelief.

This program is curated by Luciana Ceccatto Farah.
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