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Layered highw
ay overpasses near A

l S
oudan N
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oha—

m
o

dern ur-
ban infrastructure m

ultiplying itself acro
ss the landscape, channels 

of m
obility and circulation sustaining the continuous repro

duction  
of the city.
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s shad-

ing grasses and understory grow
th, w

ith green harvest baskets hang-
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care that sustains oasis agriculture in the desert.
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Every living being labours. Plants m

etabolise sunlight; m
i-

crobes cycle nutrients; anim
als transform

 feed into m
ilk; 

palm
s convert w

ater and heat into fruit. H
um

ans plant, 
pollinate, repair, carry, cook, clean —

 keeping things going. 
Yet the w

ork that sustains life is rarely counted as "the 
econom

y." It is treated as background: naturalised, fem
i-

nised, outsourced, or hidden behind m
achines.
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The feeling of perm

anent acceleration —
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ork that nev-
er ends, survival tethered to incom

e —
 did not em

erge 
naturally. It is bound to a long history of enclosure: the 
conversion of shared land into private property, the sev-
ering of subsistence from

 territory, and the rise of w
age 

dependence as the default condition of survival.
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hen access to land, w
ater, 

grazing, 
and 

gathering 
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restricted, 
reproduction 
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arket. Food 
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 "W
hen subsistence is se-

vered, people are 'free' 
only to sell their labour."
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 "Reproduction cannot rem
ain 

invisible. C
are is not  

an afterthought. It is the 
architecture."

becom
es rent; tim

e becom
es billable. The countryside be-

com
es a place to leave because the m

eans of life have 
been reorganised elsew

here. This persists inside contem
-

porary conservation: w
hen protection is built through ex-

clusion —
 fences, inviolate zones, crim

inalised subsistence 
—

 com
m

unities lose access to the very m
eans by w

hich 
life is reproduced. Forests are "saved" w

hile the people 
w

ho lived w
ith them

 are displaced.
A

gainst this, com
m

ons practices appear not as nostal-
gia but as survival technology: shared w

ells, rotational 
grazing, seasonal harvesting, collective decision-m

aking, 
overlapping rights and responsibilities distributed across 
kinship. They did not elim

inate scarcity; they organised 
life w

ithin it.
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m
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coasts, 
m

icrobial 
cul-

tures ferm
enting and de-
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seedbanks 
storing futures —

 is political. It m
akes visible w

hat m
ain-

taining bodies, households, infrastructures, and ecologies 
actually costs. D
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the 
reproductive 

bodies 
of 
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industrial m
anagem
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veterinary protocols, dashboards translating health into 
m

achine-readable signals. Production depends on repro-
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 yet it is 

calibrated 
to 
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-

press and extract.
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