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(Re)Production: Life’s
Work, Life’s Politics

Every living being labours. Plants metabolise sunlight; mi-
crobes cycle nutrients; animals transform feed into milk;
palms convert water and heat into fruit. Humans plant,
pollinate, repair, carry, cook, clean — keeping things going.
Yet the work that sustains life is rarely counted as "the
economuy." It is treated as background: naturalised, femi-
nised, outsourced, or hidden behind machines.

To name reproduction —
soils rebuilding structure,
mangroves  stabilising
coasts, microbial cul-
tures fermenting and de-
composing, seedbanks

storing futures — is political. It Bm_Amw visible what main-

taining bodies, households, infrastructures, and ecologies
actually costs. Dairy relies on its own conditions of life:
the reproductive bodies of cows, reorganised through

industrial management, insemination, lactation, cooling,

veterinary protocols, dashboards translating health into
machine-readable signals. Production depends on repro-
duction — gesta-

Enclosure & Wage Life

The feeling of permanent acceleration — work that nev-
er ends, survival tethered to income — did not emerge
naturally. It is bound to a long history of enclosure: the
conversion of shared land into private property, the sev-
ering of subsistence from territory, and the rise of wage
dependence as the default condition of survival.

When access to land, water,
grazing, and gathering is
restricted, reproduction mi-
grates into the market. Food
becomes commodity; shelter
becomes rent; time becomes billable. The countryside be-
comes a place to leave because the means of life have
been reorganised elsewhere. This persists inside contem-
porary conservation: when protection is built through ex-
clusion — fences, inviolate zones, criminalised subsistence
— communities lose access to the very means by which
life is reproduced. Forests are "saved" while the people
who lived with them are displaced.

Against this, commons practices appear not as nostal-
gia but as survival technology: shared wells, rotational#

"What kind of economy tion, growth, re-

doesn’t destroy people covery — yet it is

and nature perennially?" calibrated to com-

Bram Buscher
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GREENING THE RIGHT WAY IN QATAR
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Layered highway overpasses near Al Soudan North, Doha—modern ur-
:ban infrastructure multiplying itself across the landscape, channels
mobility and circulation sustaining the continuous reproduction
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grazing, seasonal harvesting, collective decision-maki
overlapping rights and responsibilities distributed ac
kinship. They did not eliminate scarcity; they orga
life within it.
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