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oha, the landscape 

shifts abruptly—
from

 low
 desert scrub and tidal fl
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constructed 
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In Q

atar, the countryside appears in contradictory form
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es origin 
story —
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An exhibition at Qatar Preparatory School (QPS) 
and the National Museum of Qatar (NMoQ)

for constructing 
livable futures

can be modes and models
ا ونماذج

ً
يمكن أن تكون أنماط

Interconnected oases, like islands
واحات مترابطة، وكذلك جزر

لبناء مستقبل صالح للعيش

Archipelagoes
عوالم من ماضٍ

of Future–Pasts
مستقبلي for constructing 

livable futures
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ً
يمكن أن تكون أنماط
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Interconnected oases, like islands
واحات مترابطة، وكذلك جزر

عوالم من ماضٍ

of Future–Pasts
مستقبليلبناء مستقبل صالح للعيش

Doha, Qatar
November 2025

An exhibition at Qatar Preparatory School (QPS) 
and the National Museum of Qatar (NMoQ)
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clim
ate w

here engineered airfl
ow

, shade, and irrigation sustain 
cultivation in both Q

atar’s desert conditions and D
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not 
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crisis, 

but 
to 

treat 
the 

future as som
ething w

e 

B
efore 

enclosure, 
m

ost 
hum

an societies governed 
land as com

m
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It is stored possibility."
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design-w
ith rather than design-over. Future-pasts persist 

in fragm
ents: w

ater-sharing agreem
ents, seasonal m

obili-
ty, distributed land use, com

m
unal governance, and seeds 

lying dorm
ant for decades aw

aiting rain. The countryside 
need not be abandoned nor intensifi

ed beyond recogni-
tion. It can be reconfi

gured through archipelagic spatial 
thinking that links w

etlands, m
angrove corridors, aquifer 

basins, and cultivated patches into living system
s. Tech-

and responsibility. A
round 400 years ago, enclosure and 

colonial expansion advanced together. European elites 
transform
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inistrators of shared 

land into exclusive ow
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ural populations w
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pelled. C
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ere fenced. S
ubsistence w

as severed.
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as not only access to land, but 

the relational w
ebs that sustained ecological balance. En-

closure introduced a new
 ontology: land as com
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odity. 
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early half of Earth's habitable surface has been convert-

ed for hum
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ption. Land-use change rem
ains the 

leading driver of biodiversity collapse. The countryside 
feeds the city, yet is m

etabolised in the process.
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Layered highw
ay overpasses near A

l S
oudan N

orth, D
oha—

m
o

dern ur-
ban infrastructure m

ultiplying itself acro
ss the landscape, channels 

of m
obility and circulation sustaining the continuous repro

duction  
of the city.

D
ate palm

 grove at Torba Farm
, Q

atar—
row

s of cultivated palm
s shad-

ing grasses and understory grow
th, w

ith green harvest baskets hang-
ing from

 branches, part of the careful hum
an labour and ecolo

gical 
care that sustains oasis agriculture in the desert.
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Every living being labours. Plants m

etabolise sunlight; m
i-

crobes cycle nutrients; anim
als transform

 feed into m
ilk; 

palm
s convert w

ater and heat into fruit. H
um

ans plant, 
pollinate, repair, carry, cook, clean —

 keeping things going. 
Yet the w

ork that sustains life is rarely counted as "the 
econom

y." It is treated as background: naturalised, fem
i-

nised, outsourced, or hidden behind m
achines.
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The feeling of perm

anent acceleration —
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ork that nev-
er ends, survival tethered to incom

e —
 did not em

erge 
naturally. It is bound to a long history of enclosure: the 
conversion of shared land into private property, the sev-
ering of subsistence from

 territory, and the rise of w
age 

dependence as the default condition of survival.
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hen access to land, w
ater, 
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and 

gathering 
is 

restricted, 
reproduction 
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grates into the m
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odity; shelter 
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ib
le

. F
er

ti
lit

y 
is

 
no

t 
on

ly
 a

 c
he

m
ic

al
 i

np
ut

; 
it

 i
s 

th
e 

re
su

lt
 o

f 
or

ga
ni

sm
s 

w
or

ki
ng

 t
og

et
he

r 
ac

ro
ss

 t
im

e.
 P

ol
lin

at
or

s,
 c

om
po

st
s,

 m
i -

cr
ob

es
, s

ha
de

, a
nd

 w
at

er
 c

irc
ul

at
io

n 
be

co
m

e 
fo

rm
s 

of
 c

o-
op

er
at

iv
e 

la
bo

ur
. 

Ev
en

 t
he

 m
os

t 
in

du
st

ria
l 

si
te

s 
de

pe
nd

 
on

 li
vi

ng
 p

ro
ce

ss
es

 t
he

y 
ca

nn
ot

 f
ul

ly
 c

om
m

an
d:

 d
ig

es
ti

on
, 

im
m

un
it

y,
 b

ac
te

ria
l 

cu
lt

ur
es

, 
re

pr
od

uc
ti

ve
 t

im
in

g,
 m

et
a -

bo
lic

 h
ea

t.

D
es

er
t 

ro
se

 c
ry

st
al

 f
ou

nd
 n

ea
r 

R
aw

da
t 

R
as

he
d,

 Q
at

ar
. F

or
m

ed
 w

he
n 

gy
p

su
m

 o
r 

ba
ry

te
 c

ry
st

al
s 

gr
ow

 w
it

hi
n 

sa
nd

y 
de

se
rt

 s
oi

ls
, t

he
 m

in
er

al
 

bi
nd

s 
w

it
h 

sa
nd

 g
ra

in
s 

as
 w

at
er

 e
va

po
ra

te
s,

 s
lo

w
ly

 c
re

at
in

g 
ro

se
-l

ik
e 

la
ye

re
d 

st
ru

ct
ur

es
 o

ve
r 

lo
ng

 p
er

io
ds

. T
he

se
 f

ra
gi

le
 f

or
m

at
io

ns
 r

ec
or

d 
th

e 
qu

ie
t 

ge
ol

o
gi

ca
l r

ep
ro

du
ct

iv
it

y 
of

 a
ri

d 
la

nd
sc

ap
es

—
m

in
er

al
 p

re
ci

p
-

it
at

io
n,

 g
ro

un
dw

at
er

 m
ov

em
en

t,
 a

nd
 e

va
po

ra
ti

on
.
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P
ro

du
ce

d 
by

 W
or

kO
ve

rT
im

e 
(2

02
5–

26
). 

D
es

ig
n 

by
 N

ur
 S

tu
di

o:
 J

ud
y 

K
es

sb
a 

&
 A

ys
e 

D
em

ir
el

W
it

h 
gr

at
it

ud
e 

to
Q

at
ar

 M
us

eu
m

s;
 O

M
A

/A
M

O
; 

th
e 

C
ou

nt
ry

si
de

 2
 c

ur
at

o -
ria

l 
an

d 
co

or
di

na
ti

on
 t

ea
m

; 
To

rb
a 

Fa
rm

 (
N

as
ha

, 
M

uh
am

-
m

ad
, F

at
m

a 
an

d 
th

e 
To

rb
a 

st
af

f)
; M

az
zr

at
y 

D
ai

ry
 (m

an
ag

e-
m

en
t,

 e
ng

in
ee

rs
, g

ui
de

s,
 h

an
dl

er
s,

 a
nd

 h
er

d 
te

am
s)

; Q
at

ar
 

Pr
ep

ar
at

or
y 

Sc
ho

ol
 (

Q
P

S
 l

ea
de

rs
hi

p,
 s

ta
ff

, 
an

d 
fa

ci
lit

ie
s 

te
am

s)
; 

C
he

f 
N

oo
f, 

C
he

f 
Jih

ad
, 

Jo
hn

 M
ar

i, 
R

ox
an

ne
, 

an
d 

th
e 

re
se

ar
ch

 k
it

ch
en

 t
ea

m
; t

he
 m

ed
ia

, d
oc

um
en

ta
ti

on
, a

nd
 

lo
gi

st
ic

s 
cr

ew
s 

su
pp

or
ti

ng
 a

ll 
pu

bl
ic

 p
ro

gr
am

m
e 

ev
en

ts
; 

th
e 

sy
m

po
si

um
 a

nd
 fi

el
d-

vi
si

t 
sp

ea
ke

rs
 a

nd
 c

on
tr

ib
ut

or
s 

—
 A

sp
a 

C
ha

tz
ie

ft
hi

m
io

u;
 L

or
at

o 
Th

ah
an

e;
 N

it
in

 R
ai

; R
ob

er
t 

C
ar

te
r; 

S
af

ou
an

 A
zo

uz
i; 

Ka
rl 

W
id

er
qu

is
t;

 T
ar

ek
 A

l-O
la

im
y 

—
 

an
d 

al
l p

ar
ti

ci
pa

nt
s,

 s
tu

de
nt

s,
 a

tt
en

de
es

, v
ol

un
te

er
s,

 a
nd

 
co

lle
ag

ue
s.

W
ha

t 
em

er
ge

s 
fr

om
 t

he
 C

ou
nt

ry
si

de
 E

xh
ib

it
io

n 
an

d 
th

e 
A

ut
um

n 
20

25
 C

on
vi

vi
al

 F
ut

ur
es

 p
ro

gr
am

m
e 

is
 a

 m
or

e 
in

te
r -

tw
in

ed
 v

ie
w

 o
f 

w
ha

t 
su

st
ai

ns
 l

if
e:

 r
ep

ro
du

ct
io

n 
as

 e
ar

th
-

ca
re

, 
la

bo
ur

 a
s 

m
et

ab
ol

is
m

, 
an

d 
ca

re
 a

s 
th

e 
in

fr
as

tr
uc

-
tu

re
 b

en
ea

th
 e

ve
ry

 f
oo

d 
sy

st
em

 a
nd

 c
on

se
rv

at
io

n 
cl

ai
m

. 
A

cr
os

s 
da

te
s 

an
d 

da
iri

es
, s

oi
l m

em
or

y 
an

d 
m

ic
ro

bi
al

 w
or

k,
 

en
cl

os
ur

e 
hi

st
or

ie
s 

an
d 

w
ag

e 
de

pe
nd

en
cy

, t
he

 s
am

e 
qu

es
-

ti
on

 r
et

ur
ne

d:
 w

ha
t 

do
es

 t
he

 c
ou

nt
ry

si
de

 r
ep

ro
du

ce
 —

 li
fe

, 
or

 e
xt

ra
ct

io
n?

 T
he

 w
or

k 
of

 b
ei

ng
 a

liv
e 

is
 n

ev
er

 o
nl

y 
hu

m
an

, 
an

d 
ne

ve
r 

on
ly

 e
co

no
m

ic
.It

 i
s 

th
e 

sh
ar

ed
 l

ab
ou

r 
of

 b
od

-
ie

s,
 s

pe
ci

es
, 

w
at

er
s,

 a
nd

 w
or

ld
s,

 s
ha

pe
d 

by
 g

ov
er

na
nc

e,
 

pr
op

er
ty

, m
et

ab
ol

ic
 p

ro
ce

ss
es

 a
nd

 t
he

 t
ec

hn
ol

og
ie

s 
th

at
 

m
od

ul
at

e 
th

em
. 

C
on

vi
vi

al
 f

ut
ur

es
 b

eg
in

 w
he

re
 t

hi
s 

w
or

k 
is

 m
ad

e 
vi

si
bl

e 
an

d 
su

pp
or

te
d:

 w
he

re
 c

om
m

on
s 

re
pl

ac
e 

is
ol

at
io

n,
 w

he
re

 t
ec

hn
ol

og
y 

de
ep

en
s 

re
la

ti
on

 r
at

he
r 

th
an

 
do

m
in

at
io

n,
an

d 
w

he
re

 n
ou

ris
hm

en
t 

be
co

m
es

 a
 p

ra
ct

ic
e 

of
 

re
m

em
be

rin
g 

in
te

rd
ep

en
de

nc
e.

 "T
he

 w
or

k 
of

 b
ei

ng
 a

liv
e 

is
 n

ev
er

 o
nl

y 
hu

m
an

, a
nd

 n
ev

er
 o

nl
y 

ec
on

om
ic

."

 "W
hen subsistence is se-

vered, people are 'free' 
only to sell their labour."

 "E
ve

ry
 b

it
e 

ca
rr

ie
s 

ph
ot

os
yn

th
es

is
, i

rr
ig

at
io

n,
 d

ig
es

ti
on

, 
fe

rm
en

ta
ti

on
, t

ra
ns

po
rt

, a
nd

 k
it

ch
en

 w
or

k.
"

Li
fe

 i
s 

su
st

ai
ne

d 
by

 v
is

ib
le

 l
ab

ou
r 

—
 b

ui
ld

in
g,

 h
ar

ve
st

-
in

g,
 m

ilk
in

g,
 t

ra
ns

po
rt

in
g 

—
 a

nd
 b

y 
in

vi
si

bl
e 

w
or

k:
 s

ee
ds

 
w

ai
ti

ng
 y

ea
rs

, 
so

ils
 r

em
em

be
rin

g,
 m

ic
ro

be
s 

fe
rm

en
ti

ng
, 

pa
lm

s 
fr

ui
ti

ng
 t

hr
ou

gh
 h

um
an

 c
ar

e,
 a

ni
m

al
s 

pr
od

uc
in

g 
un

de
r 

en
gi

ne
er

ed
 c

lim
at

es
. M

od
er

n 
po

lit
ic

al
 e

co
no

m
ie

s 
of

te
n 

sp
lit

 t
hi

s 
w

or
k.

 S
om

e 
liv

in
g 

be
in

gs
 a

re
 p

ro
ne

 t
o 

re
pr

od
uc

e 
lif

e;
 o

th
er

s 
re

pr
od

uc
e 

ca
pi

ta
l. 

A
cc

es
s 

to
 la

nd
 

an
d 

w
at

er
 i

s 
se

ve
re

d,
 a

nd
 t

he
 m

ea
ns

 o
f 

su
bs

is
te

nc
e 

ar
e 

re
pa

ck
ag

ed
 a

s 
w

ag
e 

de
pe

nd
en

cy
 —

 li
fe

 b
ou

gh
t 

ba
ck

 
th

ro
ug

h 
la

bo
ur

.

S
ha

re
d 

ea
ti

ng
 r

eo
rie

nt
s 

th
is

 p
ic

tu
re

. A
 t

as
ti

ng
 is

 a
 m

et
h -

od
 o

f 
ac

kn
ow

le
dg

in
g 

de
pe

nd
en

ce
. E

ve
ry

 b
it

e 
ca

rr
ie

s 
ph

o-
to

sy
nt

he
si

s,
 

irr
ig

at
io

n,
 

an
im

al
 

di
ge

st
io

n,
 

m
ic

ro
bi

al
 

fe
r-

m
en

ta
ti

on
, t

ra
ns

po
rt

, k
it

ch
en

 w
or

k,
 a

nd
 t

he
 h

is
to

rie
s 

th
at

 
or

ga
ni

se
d 

la
nd

 a
nd

 la
bo

ur
 t

o 
m

ak
e 

th
at

 b
it

e 
po

ss
ib

le
. R

e -
pr

od
uc

ti
on

 is
 n

ev
er

 p
riv

at
e.

 I
t 

is
 c

ol
le

ct
iv

e 
ea

rt
hc

ar
e:

 t
he

 
di

st
rib

ut
ed

 m
ai

nt
en

an
ce

 o
f 

co
nd

it
io

ns
 f

or
 li

fe
.

 "Reproduction cannot rem
ain 

invisible. C
are is not  

an afterthought. It is the 
architecture."

becom
es rent; tim

e becom
es billable. The countryside be-

com
es a place to leave because the m

eans of life have 
been reorganised elsew

here. This persists inside contem
-

porary conservation: w
hen protection is built through ex-

clusion —
 fences, inviolate zones, crim

inalised subsistence 
—

 com
m

unities lose access to the very m
eans by w

hich 
life is reproduced. Forests are "saved" w

hile the people 
w

ho lived w
ith them

 are displaced.
A

gainst this, com
m

ons practices appear not as nostal-
gia but as survival technology: shared w

ells, rotational 
grazing, seasonal harvesting, collective decision-m

aking, 
overlapping rights and responsibilities distributed across 
kinship. They did not elim

inate scarcity; they organised 
life w

ithin it.

To nam
e reproduction —

 
soils rebuilding structure, 
m

angroves 
stabilising 

coasts, 
m

icrobial 
cul-

tures ferm
enting and de-

com
posing, 

seedbanks 
storing futures —

 is political. It m
akes visible w

hat m
ain-

taining bodies, households, infrastructures, and ecologies 
actually costs. D

airy relies on its ow
n conditions of life: 

the 
reproductive 

bodies 
of 

cow
s, 

reorganised 
through 

industrial m
anagem

ent, insem
ination, lactation, cooling, 

veterinary protocols, dashboards translating health into 
m

achine-readable signals. Production depends on repro-

 "W
h
a
t k

in
d
 o

f e
c
o
n
o
m

y
 

d
o
e
s
n
't d

e
s
tro

y
 p

e
o
p
le

 
a
n
d
 n

a
tu

re
 p

e
re

n
n
ia

lly
?
"  

—
 B

ra
m

 B
u
s
c
h
e
r

duction 
—

 
gesta-

tion, 
grow

th, 
re-

covery —
 yet it is 

calibrated 
to 

com
-

press and extract.
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